Dracula

In the 19th century, a new iconic character was created around the Bran castle: Dracula.

Inspired by the climate from the border of the big Empires, in 1897, the Irish writer Bram Stoker released “Count Dracula”, a novel that tells the story of a vampire from Transylvania. In the book, Dracula is presented as a blood thirsty character that often seduces his victims with his gracious manner and then makes them prisoners in his castle. At night he is told to take the form of a wolf that, like a vampire, sucks people’s blood. It is also thought that the people he kills by sucking their blood become also vampires. 

Setting

All sorts of legends have appeared describing Dracula as a terrifying and cruel person that doesn’t forgive anything or anyone. He is known as a monster, a big cruelties lover and a bloody tyrant. Along the novel, Dracula makes a lot of victims, but his double life is discovered by a doctor. After his patient dies, the doctor forms a coalition in order to kill the vampire. Dracula takes revenge by visiting and biting a member of the coaliton at least three times, but he also feeds the member with his blood, creating a spiritual bond between them. The count flees back to his castle in Transylavania being followed by the coalition, that manages to track him down just before sunset and destroy him by shearing "through the throat" and stabbing him in the heart.
Characterization
In reality, Dracula was inspired by a Romanian voivode called Vlad the Impaler. He was given this name because he is said to have killed 20,000 to 40,000 people (political rivals, thieves, criminals or anyone that would have dared to break his rules) by using his favourite method of impaling them on a sharp pole.

The name Dracula (Dracul in Romanian) is derived from a secret fraternal order of knights called the Order of the Dragon, founded by Sigismund of Luxembourg to uphold Christianity and defend the Empire against the Ottoman Turks. From 1431 Vlad the Impaler wore the emblem of the order and later, as ruler of Wallachia, his coinage bore the dragon symbol. The name Dracula means "Son of Dracul".

No matter how we call it, Dracula or Vlad the Impaler, the myth of this controversial and scary character has been extremly talked about all over the world and has become one of the most important and known simbols of Romania.

