Dragobete

The tradition says that Dragobete is the name of a mythical character, a handsome, strong and stormy man that in prehistorical times was seen as the godfather of all animals. He is considered the inspiraton of all sensual startings, of natural love.

Setting

Dragobete was first known in Dacian’s time when the 24th of February represented the start of spring, the day when nature wakes up, the birds look for nests and the human being had to participate in this joy of nature. 

Character Portrait

In time, people have transfigured this match maker of animals in the protector of those who meet on the 24th of February. It is said that their love will last all year long. On this date, the Romanian villages were full of the joy of young boys and girls and there was also a saying: Dragobetele kiss the girls!

It is also said that the ones who participate to this holiday will be safe from diseases and that Dragobete will help them have a wealthy year.

In the past, during this special day, girls and boys would meet in front of the church and go to the forest looking for spring flowers. The girls would come back running to the village being followed by a boy. If the boy was quick enough and cought her, they were able to kiss in front of everyone. That kiss was a sign of their engagement for a year.

Neither did the old people lose time on this day. They had to take care of all the animals in the yard and of the birds and they weren’t alowwed to sacrifice any animals because that would have ruined the meaning of pairing.

Also, at night, the unmaried girls would collect the last snow, called the snow of the fairies, and the melted water from it was used over the year for beauty treatments. 

The old customs say that on the 24th of February people would clean their houses to make a respectable welcome to the god of love that came along with the fairies of love loaded with gifts. Also, all the people in the house would take care to greet Dragobete with a partner otherwise, they were destined to wait another year until they would find their pair.  

In Romanian tradition Dragobete is the equivalent of Saint Valentine and is seen as the ancestor and founder of pure love.

